
 

The Dive Club Newsletter  

October 2008  Autumn  edition  

 

 

Club night at  

The Black Boy , 

Shinfield.  

 

Wed 5
th

 November  

from  7:30pm  

 

 

Be there and 

support your dive 

club  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need to go diving 

then get your 

name on the list 

for one of our 

plan ned outings  

News Update  

So here we are again and Google tells me itôs autumn already.  What on earth 

happened to summer?  It has been a pretty rubbish year for UK diving and Iôm 

sorry that some of our planned outings had to be called off.  The skippers don ôt 

take these decisions lightly they really want to take you as much as you want 

to go but thereôs ñmad for itò and sheer lunacy.  That said the ones that have 

made it were absolutely fantastic.  Youôll see later about Lundy (with seals) 

Eymouth, (seals ag ain) and Scapa Flow.  

Now while some of us were diving on Tango out if Weymouth last month there 

were some faces conspicuous by their absence.  On Saturday 20 September 

there was a more formal gathering to celebrate the marriage of our own Dave 

Griffiths t o the lovely Lesley And didnôt you pick a great day for it.  

Congratulations to both of you!  

 

     
 

     
 

With the nights drawing in and not much more diving in this country on the 

calendar, now is the time to sort out the fruits of your labours from y our 

camera.  And then you can share the best at our next club meeting ï read on 

for details of the competition.  

 



Club Nights  

On the first Wednesday of every month join us in 

The  Black Boy , Shinfield.  Meet up with old friends 

and make some new ones over a  drink or two and a 

spot of supper.  

  5 th  November  Photo Competition  

  3 rd  December  Christmas Special  

 

 

Competition Time  

 

We are proposing to hold a photographic competition at our next club meeting 

on 5 th  November at the Black Boy.  

 

The competition will  be open to ALL club members subject to the rules below. 

You do not have to be a diver to enter, the categories also allow photographs 

that have not been taken underwater.  

 

The categories are:  

 

A.  Underwater pictures such as, general panoramic views, fish lif e, close 

ups  etc. colour or black and white are permitted in both categories.  

 

B.  Any other photograph (providing it has water as its main theme) e.g. a 

holiday picture from the red sea, a liveaboard trip, a shot of your 

favourite river, lake or sea. It may be a picture taken along the 

coastline etc.   

 

RULES:  

1.  All pictures must be the work of a club member  

2.  Published photographs are not allowed  

3.  You may enter one or both categories  

4.  The maximum number of pictures in each category is 3  

5.  The pictures must be print ed (no electronic jpegs etc)  

6.  The maximum picture size must not exceed A5 and all three pictures 

must be mounted on a sheet of card and be anonymous.  

7.  No cheating  

8.  No pornéé 

 

Judge to be announced.  

Prizes:   

They are absolutely brilliant. Top Prize ï voucher for £100 to be spent at 

Divestyle and there are many more, you will find out on the night!!!!  

 

For those of you new to the club, we try and have a few ñspecialò events 

throughout the year.  Weôve had informative speakers such as digital 

photoigraphy exper t, Maria Munn and the chaps from the Marine Conservation 

Society.  And then we have pure social gatherings such as the summer 

barbecue  and even a promises raffle.  I f you have any ideas please  let us know 

and weôll see what we can do. 

 



 

Worldõs Deepest Diving Pool  

So when the weather wonôt let you go out what about this for an idea. 

My day job requires me to go to Brussels every month or so to spend a couple 

of long days packed with back to back meetings.  However on my trip last 

month I found myself unex pectedly with several hours to kill due to some 

cancellations.  Rather than risk breaking my ankles tottering round the cobbles 

in inappropriate footwear in search of chocolate I hopped on a tram to the end 

of the line where in a bleak rather industrial su burb lies Nemo33.  

 And I am so pleased I did.   Nemo33 is an 

indoor pool filled with 33 oC water including 

20m & 35m deep sections connected by a 

10m tunnel with a couple of ñcavesò and a 5m 

ledge where you can look through windows to 

the well appointed Th ai restaurant.   

Having rung ahead I was told I didnôt need to 

bring anything other than a swimsuit, they 

would provide everything else including a 

buddy!  Iôm a few minutes early and the place 

look shut in spite of the cars outside.  Peering in through th e glass door I can 

just make out a few people laying the tables in the restaurant but no one at 

the counter.  Then a couple more cars turn up and 7 burly blokes dressed in 

military jumpsuits stroll up to the door.  They look like they know what theyôre 

doi ng and I feel rather out of place (dressed as I am in my best business 

attire) and a little nervous.  One of these navy types asked why I was here.  

ñTo dive I hope but I need a buddyò say I.  ñNo problemò he says ñshow me 

your certification and you can bu ddy with meò.  Whilst I am a reasonably 

competent and confident diver plus a PADI instructor I felt completely 

inadequate when Kris reciprocated by telling me he is an instructor for NATO 

Rescue divers with approximately twelve thousand dives under his bel t.  Heôs 

just completed a course and this outing to Nemo was a bit of fun for the g uys 

after all the serious stuff.  

On the dot of noon the doors open and in exchange 

for a mere ú22 Iôm allowed to get changed for a 

poolside briefing ï they can speak good E nglish as 

well as French & Dutch.  

We start with just mask & fins, acclimatising to the 

water, free diving in the shallower bits for 10 

minutes.  This is when I realise Kris must have gills 

as he sits unperturbed at 20m where I can only make 

it comfortably  to about 8m.  After that we are allowed 

to don the SCUBA gear to dive the full 33 meter hole.  

Not wishing to waste the opportunity of learning from 

my highly experienced buddy we agree to perform a 

few skills at depth -  buddy breathing, mask and 

scuba exchange .  But itôs soon time to start our 

ascent, explore the caves and peer at the be mused 

diners on the safety stop.  

If you are planning a break to Brussels, then itôs worth taking that tram, itôs 

only 20 minutes or so from the Central Station (where the Eurost ar gets in) 

and it is a bargain.  

http://www.nemo33.com/  

 

http://www.nemo33.com/


Dive Diary 2009  

Plans for next year are already underway.   

Old favourites will be on the agenda ï revisiting Lundy, Weymouth, Swanage 

and the Isle of Wight.  Other old haunts include Selsey, Littlehampton and 

Porthkerris.  And what about Pembroke, The Farnes, Kimmeridge or Exmouth.  

Thereôs lots to choose from ï from shore or by boat, wreck and reefs.  

Our Great British Isles are surrounded but some stunning l ocations but w ithout 

wishing to sound like a stuck record none of these trips happen without some 

input from somone.  We would like to say a big thank you  to everyone who 

helped out last year but if you havenôt tried it yet why not make that someone 

YOU ne xt year.  Play an active part in making next seson a success and 

organise some diving for your buddies.  

Popular places get booked up early so donôt delay, start the arrangements as 

soon as possible.  If you want some help we are happy to ppont you in the 

r ight direction.  

As always we will kick off at Stoney Cove.  The Dive School  will be runni ng 

training courses and it is a great opportunity for anyone to brush off the 

cobwebs and give yourself a shakedown run before that first sea dive.  

Club Members will b e automatically emailed details of planned dive events.  

NOTE: £25 deposit required unless otherwise stated the balance due must be 

paid 1 month before the event.  Any  dives booked must be paid for in full 

and refunds will not normally be given unless repla cements are found 

to fill the booked places .  In the event of a cancellation it is the 

responsibility of the person who booked the diving to find a replacement, If 

they cannot then they are responsible for the full cost of the event  

 

 

Come on now, donôt be shy.  Iôm sure loads of you out there have some 
great photos or  tales to tell about your exper iences which youôd like to 
share with your fellow club mem bers.  Or even just ideas for things 

youôd like to read about. 
  

Please  send in any words, pictures  and  suggestions  to be included in 
fut ure newsletters.  I canôt promise to publish everything but your 
contributions are always welcome and one day youôre all going to get 

fed up with  my witterings .  If you really donôt feel you can then let me 
know if there is anything you want included  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have an 

article or story 

which you want 

to tell, why not 

send your article 

to the Editor of 

The Dive Club 

Newsletter  

 

Articles are 

always needed, 

long or short!!  

 

 

Scapa Flow in August  

 

You ca n get quite a long way in twelve hours these 

days. The Red sea, Mexico and probably even the 

Maldives to names a few but I doubt Scapa Flow 

instantly springs to mind. I had wondered on the 

possibility of a visit back in January and when I was 

offered the c hance to join a group already going I 

jumped at the chance. Driving through fog patches in 

Scotland at 1am with my fellow car buddy snoring, 

suddenly the idea seemed 

to have lost a little of its 

appeal.  

 

So what do the Orkneys and Scapa Flow offer that i s 

so appealing? The Orkney Islands sit just off the 

north east coast of Scotland and can be reached by 

ferry from Scabcaster. There are quite a number of 

islands however there are three main islands which 

encapsulate an expanse of water known as Scapa Flow . The main island, 

known simply as, "The Main Land," offers a chance to escape the pace of 

'southern' life with its rolling hills and stunning 

views.  

 

At the end of the First World War the German navy 

high seas fleet was rounded up and anchored in the 

safety of Scapa Flow. Just months later the German 

commander in charge issued notice to scuttle the 

entire fleet. Although the majority of vessels have 

been salvaged there still remains a vast collection of 

wrecks to dive. Wrecks range in size, depth and mo st 

are covered in a huge array of interesting wild life.  

 

Although Scapa Flow is best known for its wrecks one 

should also take the opportunity to dive for dinner, 

with the local scallops being fantastic fried up with a 

little butter and a pinch of pepper .  

 

 

      
 

So did Scapa Flow deliver despite the long drive? Absolutely, and once more I 

will definitely be going again next year!  

 

That was Pete r Harrisonôs view -  Thanks Pete...  

.. .. and now to his buddies, The Staggsé 

 

After years of wishing & month s of planning, August finally rolled around, and 

with it, our trip to Scapa Flow. Oh, the excitement!  

 

On Friday 22nd August, 2008, four intrepid explorers (!!) jumped in their cars 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and braved the long drive (11 hoursô worth) up to the most northern coast of 

Scotland, and further still (by ferry of course!). On arriving in Stromness, we 

had a surprisingly hard time finding what would be our home for the next 

week. Surprising considering there are probably no more than ten roads on the 

whole of Orkney mainl and!  

 

Finally, on finding our accommodation, we were truly (pleasantly) surprised at 

the level of comfort and quality of the lodge. Fara lodge a small semi -detached, 

self - catering unit consisting of kitchen/diner/living area over - looking the sea 

(as almost  everything does in Orkney), a double room, with en -suite, and a 

twin, with a separate shower room. In addition, upstairs was our very own 

chill -out room. Scapa Flow Lodges consists of 3 such mini lodges (named Fara, 

Cava and Rysa), as well as a B & B whic h sleeps eight (website 

www.scapaflow - lodges.co.uk )  

 

         
 

Monday dawned grey and rainy, but we made our way down to the harbour to 

meet our skipper, Kenny Peace from Scapa Flow Diving Centre, on his  boat MV 

Crusader. Despite our doubts about the weather, we were soon venturing out 

on the waters of Scapa Flow and preparing to make our first dive on the 

famous German High Seas Fleet. For the uninformed, Scapa Flow is a sheltered 

open lagoon, encircled by the Orkney islands. For years it was the main 

anchorage of the British Royal Navy, and has many relics left of British naval 

history. In June 1919, the interned German navy scuttled most of its High Seas 

Fleet to prevent them from falling into Allied ha nds. Despite subsequent 

salvage, 8 of them remain and provide excellent wrecks for diving. Apart from 

the German High Seas Fleet, there are many other interesting dive sites, and 

two other non -diveable wrecks -  the HMS Royal Oak and the HMS Vanguard 

(these  two wrecks are deemed non -diveable as they are war graves).  

 

The conditions in Scapa Flow are surprisingly good, although when planning, 

you must take into account the 2 plankton blooms which happen roughly 

around late May and September. Otherwise, you ca n expect visibility to be on 

average between 10 -  15 meters and the water temp round about 12 -14° 

(although this would obviously be considerably less in winter!)  

 

Over the course of the week, we did 8 dives, ranging from 13 -  34 meters, in 

varying amounts of good weather. We didnôt do any dives on the big 

battleships, as they have all landed upside down and lie in 35 -  45 meters of 

water. Also, the battleships are huge and would need a good few dives on each 

wreck to do them justice.  

 

For non -divers, there is a surprising amount of other things to do and see 

throughout the Orkney Islands and the beauty and tranquility add to the 

overall wow - factor of the islands.  

 

We will definitely be making the trek to the wilds of Scotland next year and can 

highly recomme nd staying at Scapa Flow Lodges. The MV Crusader has a 

compressor on -board, which is double filtered, the air fills are free, Kenny is a 

great skipper, and next year, the boat will be open for liveaboard guests 

(website www.scapaflowdivingcentre.com )  

 

http://www.scapaflow-lodges.co.uk/
http://www.scapaflowdivingcentre.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More from the North  

 

Not quite as far as Scapa but 
nevertheless a blooming long way, just 

over the S cottish border you will find St  

Abb s and  Eymouth  

 

 

 

AquaStars Dive Centre in Eymouth harbour  

 

From wha t Iôve been told another worthwhile jorney.  Hereôs a 
few snaps courtesy of Nathan ï hope I havenôt scuppered your 

entries for the competition.  

 

 

 
 

 

NEEDED ð 

Ideas and 

Arti cles   

 

Your Club, 

your content  

 

 

 


