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Don’t miss the 

club night at 

the Black Boy 

Pub, Shinfield.  

 

Wednesday     

7
th

  April 

from 7:30pm 

 

Be there and 

support your 

dive club  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need to go diving 

then come along 

to one of the 

many events 

planned for this 

year 

 

 

 The New Dive Season 

 
In this quarter’s newsletter we are focussing on the dive trips that are planned 
for 2010.  This year the Dive Club is returning to ever popular venues like  
West Bay, Weymouth  and St Abbs and there are also other dive trips arranged 
to add some variety like the trip to Pembrokeshire.  If you are interested in 

going on any of these trips you should book soon as the popular trips fill up 
fast.  But even if the trip is full put your name on the waiting list because, as 
you know, plans can change.  
 
The brief articles on each venue will give you a flavour of what you can expect 
on the trip. But please note that the usual disclaimers apply: weather 
conditions and visibility may determine which dive sites you visit on the day. 
Most of the dive trips offer a great many possible dive locations so you can be 
sure that wherever you dive there will be something interesting to see.   
 
If you are unfamiliar with the dive sites then please check with the organisers 
to ensure that you dive within your limits. Hopefully you will find some trips 
that appeal, if not, then contact Katie about organising one yourself.    
  

 

 

 

Club Nights 

 
The Dive Club members meet on the first Wednesday 
in every month for a mix of chatting, eating & 
drinking from 7:30pm.  

 
The venue is The Black Boy in Shinfield so please 
come and join us. 
 
Bring your cheque books if you still have deposits to 
pay for any dive trips you’ve signed up for.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Dive Diary 2010  

 
Booking a Dive Trip: £25 deposit is required. Unless otherwise stated the 

balance due must be paid 1 month before the event. Any dives booked must 
be paid for in full and refunds will not normally be given unless 
replacements are found to fill the booked places. In the event of a 
cancellation it is the responsibility of the person who booked the diving to find 
a replacement, If they cannot then they are responsible for the full cost of the 
event. 
 

  

8/9 May Stoney Cove 

 

12/13 Jun                             Tango – Weymouth 

 

20 June                                 Isle of Wight 

 

31 July  – 1 August           Pembrokeshire 

 

28/29 August                     Plymouth 

 

4 September                      Isle of Wight 

 

11 September &  
12 September                

West Bay 

 

17-19 September             St Abbs  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Stoney Cove 8-9
th

 May 

 
 

Stoney Cove hardly needs any introduction. This 
large flooded quarry is the most popular inland dive 
site in Great Britain. With some 60,000 divers 
visiting every year you can expect it to be busy at 
the weekends. Underwater there is plenty to explore 
with sunken aircraft, helicopters, and various cars 

and vans. Maximum 

depth is 36 metres but 
there are large areas where the maximum depth is 
22 metres.  Visibility can vary but if you get good 
viz then you might see some of the marine life 
which include pike, roach, perch and crayfish. 
 
Stoney Cove is situated close to Stoney Stanton 

with easy access from the M69. 
 

 
 
 

Tango – Weymouth 12-13
th

 June 

 

Tango is a 40 foot vessel specially designed for divers and is an ideal way to 

explore the wrecks that litter the coast off Weymouth and Portland.  Popular 

wrecks include the Sidon, a submarine that was sunk deliberately in 1957 and 

has many holes in the hull which attracts a lot of fish. Another popular wreck is 

the M2 a submarine adapted to carry a small aircraft.  Officially classified as a 

war grave it sank in 1932. With much of the vessel intact it makes an amazing 

dive. Then there is the James Fennel, a steam trawler which sank in 1920 

which is well broken up but an interesting dive. But when it comes to wrecks 

you are simply spoilt for choice in Weymouth.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

If you have an 

article or story 

which you want 

to tell, why not 

send your article 

to the Editor of 

The Dive Club 

Newsletter 

 

Articles are 

always needed, 

long or short!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pembrokeshire 31 July-1 August 

Pembrokeshire covers a beautiful strip of coastline in 
West Wales with spectacular cliffs and great coastal 
walks. The natural scenery and wildlife above water 
are part of a national park which continues 
underwater at Skomer Island in one of only three 
marine reserves in the UK. This alone is good enough 
reason to visit the area as marine life is richer than 
seen in many other areas of the UK. The voluntary no-
take zone has allowed spider, edible and velvet-

swimming crabs to grow to full size and sightings of huge lobsters and crayfish are 
virtually guaranteed. As well as the diversity of crustaceans it is also possible to have 
some bigger encounters with seals throughout the year and with sunfish around 
September. Dogfish are also very common in the area and it is possible that as you 
surface at the end your dive you will see birds diving 
into the water, hunting for fish. 
For wreck lovers there are over 500 wreck sites 
known to be around Pembrokeshire at depths from a 
few metres to those requiring technical diving. 
Combining these with some interesting wall and reef 
dives and some cave diving, there really is something 
for all divers in Pembrokeshire. The shape of the 
coastline also ensures that diving is rarely blown out 
as there will always be a sheltered cove to visit 
should conditions be rough. 
 
 

 

Plymouth  28-29
th

 August 

Plymouth rivals Weymouth for its share of wrecks off the coast.   Though the most popular 
wreck by far is the James Egan Layne.  This wreck is 130 metres long and lies in just 24 

metres of water.  The James Egan Layne was a liberty ship that was hit by a German 
torpedo near the Eddystone reef.  It  was being towed back to Plymouth when it sank in 
Whitsand Bay. Most of the cargo was removed before she sank, but there are plenty of 
pick axe heads, pulleys and locomotive parts in her five holds.  Also expect abundant 
marine life including wrasse, spider crabs, dogfish and their eggs (ñmermaid pursesò) and 
rare pink sea fans.  But watch out for nudibranchs too.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isle of Wight   

20
th

 June & 4
th

 September 

 
The Isle of Wight is surrounded by several hundred 
wrecks caused through natural disasters, accidents 
and war fare. To the wreck diving enthusiast the 
possibilities are endless for all levels of dive 
experience.  
 
In Alum bay an underwater rope trail has been set up 
from the wreck of the HMS Pomone, an 1811 British 
frigate, to an unknown wreck. Visibility can be varied 
with a depth of 
around 6 meters 
but is an excellent 

safe dive for all levels of experience.  
For the more experienced divers there are wrecks such 
as the SS Cuba French troop ship, which was torpedoed 
by U1195 a German u-boat in 1945 as it steamed for 
Portsmouth harbour, sitting in around 30 meters an 
exhilarating dive with lots to see and artefacts to find. 
The U-Boat was also sunk while sitting on the sea bed 
at 32 meters trying to evade the British destroyer HMS Watchman.  

The U1195 sits upright with a slight lean to one 
side the conning tower and propeller are still 
clearly visible and although she is broken either 
side of the conning tower, still very much intact 
and is an excellent dive.  
Or the Highland Brigade a large ship that was 
torpedoed by UC 71 on 7 April, 1918. The ship 
lies in around 28 meters and stands around 8 
meters proud of the bottom a fascinating wreck 
which will take several dives to cover due to the 
size.  

 
For the really experienced and more adventurous divers The Donegal is an impressive 
site. The ship was torpedoed and sunk by UC 21 on 17 April, 1917 with the loss of 40 lives, 
today proudly standing upright in 50 meters with a slight list to port.  
L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎŀǊŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜǇǘƘǎΦ  
There is also HMS Moldavia which lies on its port side in 50m, torpedoed by UB57 in 1918 
while transporting US troops across the Atlantic. The stern rises to 30 meters and the 
bow is also partly intact, while the rest of the wreck has collapsed but never the less an 
impressive dive and perfect for multi level diving.  
 
From this brief insight into diving around the Isle of Wight there are plenty of wrecks to 
be explored and still some yet to be discovered. The diving will suit all levels and abilities.  
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Bay  11
th

 & 12
th

 September  

Please note 2 dive groups on separate days over the weekend. 

 
West Bay in Dorset offers unspoilt beaches and a picturesque harbour. So reads the tourist 
information.  But for the Dive Club this is the most popular dive venue in the entire year.  
Places on this dive trip fill up quickly so book soon.  The trip was originally planned for the 
11th September, but that proved so popular that Sunday 12 th September was added for 
another group. Itôs not hard to see why this is such a popular spot for divers.  West Bay 
lies on Lyme Bay which has been nick named ñThe Bay of a Thousand Wrecksò.  Two 
wrecks worthy of mention are  the Ailsa Craig and the Moidant. The Ailsa Craig was a 
British steamer carrying coal from Cardiff t o Granville. It was sunk by a German U-boat on 
15th April 1918.  Close by is the wreck of the Moidart, an armed collier which sank on 9th 
June 1918 and is now broken in half on the sea bed. Both wrecks offer excellent diving 
with much to explore and marvel  at.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

St Abbs  17-19
th

 September 

 

Admittedly this is a long way to go but it is definitely worth the effort.  The marine life is 
amazing and you can expect to see sea lions, crabs, lobsters, wrasse, forests of kelp and 
sea urchins everywhere.   
Visibility was excellent last year but be prepared to endure the cold sea temperatures.  
Apart from the diving you can enjoy walks around St Abbs Head which is a nature reserve. 
From the cliff tops you can watch hundreds of gannets diving down into the w ater to catch 
fish.   
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Club Rules 

 
Club rules for 2009 has now been finalized as follows:  

 
1. Membership fee for 2010 is £30 payable in January and will be subject to 
review in November each year. Members will be notified of any increase in 
fees a month before the due payment date.  
 
 

2. For members joining between 1st September and December in any club 

year, their membership will expire on the 31st December in the following 
year.  
 
 

3. The club committee will be made up of:  
 
a) Chairperson - Simon Holmes  
 

b) Secretary - Katie Parkhouse  
 

c) Social Secretary - Vacant  
 

d) Event coordinators - Vacant  
 
 

4. Non-members attending club events will be charged a nominal £10 fee 
per event.  
 
 

5. Members benefits include:  
 
a) organised dives  
 
b) social activities  
 
c) newsletter  
 

The rules are subject to review on a regular basis. Any changes will be 
notified to members in writing.  

 
 

 

 

Hire 

 
As of January 2008 The Dive School will NO longer be in a position to hire 
kit, the logistics of hiring the kit are not compatible with our other business 
activities and the hire fees do not cover the servicing and repair fees.  

Kit will be provided to students undertaking courses with The Dive School.  

 

 



 

 

NEEDED – 

Ideas and 

Articles   

 

Your Club, 

your 

content 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dive School 

Courses 2010 

 

 
DATES OF OUR FORTHCOMING PADI COURSES:  
 
 
PADI Open Water Referral - 5 weeks @ Pool Tuesday evenings  
 
Five-week referral courses (Tuesday Evening) 
Classroom @ 6.30pm   Pool @ 8.30pm 
 
19.01.10 ï 16.02.10 
23.02.10 ï 23.03.10 
30.03.10 ï 27.04.10 
04.05.10 ï 01.06.10 
08.06.10 ï 06.07.10 
13.07.10 ï 10.08.10  
17.08.10 ï 14.09.10 
21.09.10 ï 19.10.10 
26.10.10 ï 23.11.10 
30.11.10 ï 14.12.10 
 
 

Try dives - Pool Sunday evening @ 6.30pm  
 
17.01.10  09.05.10  12.09.10 
07.02.10  13.06.10  10.10.10 
07.03.10  11.07.10  14.11.10 
11.04.10  15.08.10  12.12.10 
 
 

PADI Open Water Referral - Intensive weekends 
Classroom Saturday ï 12.15 until 6 pm 
Classroom Sunday ï 2 pm until 6 pm 
Pool Saturday ï 7.00 pm until 10.15 pm 
Pool Sunday ï 7.30 pm until 10.30 pm 
 
20/21 March 
24/25 April 
22/23 May 
26/27 June  
24/25 July  
28/29 August  
25/26 September 
23/24 October 
27/28 November 

 

Contact Information 

If you have any contributions to The Dive Club newsletter or suggestions 
for future events, please forward your suggestions to Simon or Katie at 

The Dive School (info@thediveschool.co.uk ), or telephone them on 0118 
976 2900.  
 

 

 

 

 
The Dive School  
Unit H  

Bridge Farm  
Reading Road 
Arborfield 
Reading RG2 
9HT.  
Phone:  

0118 976 2900  
Fax:  
0118 9 76 1168  
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